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AFIREBUG ARRESTED, CONFESSES

Joseph Giblin, 45, Handyman Who Lives
In Basement Under Chefs’ Restaurant,
Tells Local Police He Started The Fire

Joseph Michael Giblin, 45, confe ssed to authorities early this afternoon
that he was the arsonist responsible for the disastrous fire which ravaged Mah-

anoy City’s business district yesterday.

Giblin, who resides in the basement at the Chef Restaurant, 139 East
Center street, where he was engaged as a handyman, made his statement volun-
tarily in the presence of local and state officials including Chief of Police A.
- P. McLaughlin and Patrolman Joseph Dombrowski, of the Mahanoy City

En]ice Force; Donald K. Unger, Deputy State Fire Marshal, of Hazleton; E. W. McLaughlin, Special
Agent, National Board of Fire Underwriters; James Hagarty, of the Reading office of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation; Cpl. Joseph Louches, of the State Police Barracks at Wyoming, and Pfe.
Joseph Davey, of the State Police Barracks at Tamaqua.

In his confession, Giblin stated that he had procured cotton waste from the journal box of
a eoal gondola, which he had pushed through a crevice in a door in the garage at the rear of the Al-
shutz Wall Paper Store, 125 West Center street, about a half an hour before discovery of the blaze.

After igniting the cotton waste, he returned to the restaurant where™

he attended some chores. Later, while the fire was in progress, he said that
he helped to remove some of the furnishings from the Recklitis Cafe, 205
& Wesi-Center street, when it was threatened by the flames from the¢ burning

building across the street.

Following the making of his confession, Giblin was taken to the scene

of the fire, where he reenacted his actions as he had recounted them to the

police. While making his statement, Giblin wept

icating liquor.
Queried as to whether or not he had made an

ocedure.

Attributed with having made a statement some
me ago to the effect that it was a long time since
here had been a fire in town and pretty soon he
(the person he was engaged in conversation with)
would see a good one, Giblin said that he was will-

ing to see the person who attributed to him the

statement, or not, as the police might decide.

Taken into custody by Chief McLaughlin, he
was removed to the local police station, where he
made his confession shortly after the noon hour,

he had not been drinking today. He p rotested that he
reason for his actions and indicated t hat he was under the influence of in-

effort to turn in an alarm, Giblin said “no” but
id that he knew how to do so and described the

at times, but insisted that
did not know the

Set Other Fires

Joseph Giblin, arrested for ar-
son and who confesses io having
been responsible for the dizastrous
Memorial Day fire, later admitted
to the authorities that he also
set fire to various buildings in
town and vicinlty within recent
months, including the fire at the
Polish hall here. All im all he is
sald to have admiited to seven
attempts at arson. He is still he-
Ing grilled by the authorities,
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Denies Rumors Of
Contract Rejection

Native of Shenandoah T

of Shenandoah

employed on the local eectlon gang, | intoxicants.

_ y . | Reading raflroad. Acqualntancessald
Giblin, who, it & =ald 15 a mative | faday that they had seen him at
came here some sbout 1 A. M. Wednesday and that
years ago angd for a time had been | he appeared under the influence of

Fire In 100 Block, North, West Center Street '

Photograph laken [fom near Locust street, locking west as flames
stil]l mount from the burning debris of the city block which was razed

by the fames,

o
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Rumors circulating the region
that the War Labor Board has re-
jecied the contract negoliated be-
tween the U, M. W. of A. officials
and the anthracile operators were
denied by Joseph T, Kershetsky, of
town, preshdent of DMsirict 9, when
confacted by phone today in Wash-
ington, D, C., where he is presenily
serving as a member of the nego-
tiating committee, selected te pre-
sent the eontract to the WLE,
| President Kersheisky stated that
the committee had met at 10:30

p'clock this morming with the War
ithnr Board, which has noi as yel
made their decision. However, he
emphasized, there is no foundation
for the rumor that ihe contract hag

cision is still pending.

A special] meeting of the Shen-
andoah Ceniral Labor Unlom has
been called for this evening, at 8§
o'clock, at Shenandoah, to act up-
on imporiant matters, of which this
is believed to be one.

GOVERNOR VETOES EILL

Harrisburg, May 31. UR—A bill to
permit sehool distriets to reat vo-

| | cational education facilities to pub-
He or private apencies was vetoed |

today by Gov. Edward Martin.
| Martin objected to a specification
in the messure that total Income
| from such eontracts should not ex-
ceed’ tultion charges.

“There 1s no reason why the tax-
payer or real estate should be

tion eharges and the full cost
4he program.” he =add.

| VISITED AT READING

! Mr, and Mrs. Harry Phillips and
children and Mrs, Minnie Berger,

ing in Reading.

FIRE PICTURES ON PAGE 12

Additional pletures of the Memorial
Day fire dizaster will be found on
page 12 of today's issus.

been rejected and the board's de-

burdened with the expense of pay- |
ing the difference between the tui- |
of | §

' of Prackville, spent yesterday visit- |

John Gallagher,
Aged 87, Dies .

Here Last Night

John Gallagher, in his §%h year,
a resident of Mahanoy City for &0
years, retired pentractor and father
of Attorneys James J. and Prank A.
Gallagher, died gt hizs home at 101
Egst Mghanoy street last night at
11:00 o'clock.

In Il health since last March, his
condition was not considered seri-
ous ang his death last night wes
unexpected coming as a shock to
| his family ang friends.
| The departed was born at Lock
iHm‘En ard was & son of the late
{James and Margaret Gallagher.

He was reared at Poatriptic Hill
and after his marriage to the late
Mary Reing, located In Mahanoy
City in 1892 spending the remainde;
of hiz life in this community.

First employved about the mines
in the region he later engaged In
the controcting business and after
retiring from business acceptad a
position as stripping foreman for
the P, & R. ©. & I. Company. For
(e past 25 years he had lveg re-
tired.

A man of fine character, Mr.
Gallagher 'was highly «steemed in
this community and news of his
possing was recelved with much
SOTTOW,

Religiously he was a member of
St. Canicus Church gnd was 8lso &
member of the Holy Name Soclety.

His wife preceded him In death
in December, 1820 and he is survived
| by the following children: ©. M.
Gallogher, New York Clty; Attorney
James J. Gallagher, town; DMaeg,
{wife of Edmond Brennan, Potis-
{ville; and Attormey Frank A. Gal-
lagher, town. Two grandchildren
also survive.

He was the last member of his
family,

The funearal will be held on Mon-
day morning,

Thomas Noonan, funeral director.
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Killed In Action
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William H. Lutz, Petty O
Bon of Mr. ang Mrs. Lo A, Lu
was reported killed in action while
in the service of his country and
who was buried at sea with full
mijitary honors,

or
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TWO ENTIRE BUSINESS BLOCKS
AND PARTS OF TWO OTHERS ARE

Locations Of
The Properties
Swept By Fire

R the 1
r.b}llgamjnn? np;.-".,:u 1

| from the Baron's Ladi
|101-103 West Cenlre strest, to the
| Guinan Department Store, 201-207
| West Centre street, wiile the Kopo
| property, adjacent to the Guinan
store, 209-211 was gutted.

Alzo levelled by the confisgration
were premises on the soutih side of
West Centre street, extending from
the Triangle Shoe Store, 112-114, to
the Snyder apartments, 124-12G,
with adjacent properties being gut-
ted or heavily damaged.

Properties in the block (100 West)
completely razed by the flames were
all of three-story Iframe construc-
tlon. They were tenanted as faol-
| lows:
| 101-08: Pirst floor, Baron's store.
| Second floar; Offices of A. F, Adam,
Insurance representative, and Cal-
vin J. Friedberg, Esg.; the beauty
salon of Mrs, Peter Souchak and
the BSouchak apartment. Third
Apor: The apartment of Mrs. Paul
Georgss. Michael Dearcot is the
| proprietor.
105=107: First floor, Fried's Furni-

were
cRLeL

Mr. Fried and hils family oecupisd
the upper foors of the bullding.

109-111:
IDru;i:ﬁtﬂre. Mrs. George Hensyl,
owvmner, Mrs. Hensyl, her son-in-law
and dauvghter, Mr. and Mrs. Har-
riscn James, and Mrs, Vivian Krebs,
occupled the apariments in the
bullding,

113: First floor, the Consolidnted
| Millinery Store, Mrs. A. F. Adam,
| proprietor, Mr, and Mrs. Adam oc-
cupled the apartment above the
SLOrEe. \

1156: First floor, the Elmer Fried-
berg drygoods store, with the Fried-
berg family ooccupying the upper
fioors.

117-118: First floor, the
Lutz Lamber Co. Second and third
floors, apartments of Mr. ang Mrs.
Lutz, Mr. and Mrs, T. B. Vin
Buren and Mr. and Mrs. Willlam
Parfitt.

131-123: First floor,
Shoe Btore, with Mrs, George Guz-
insky, the proprietor, residing on
the premises

125-127: Pirst floor, Alshutz Cut
| Bate Wall Paper Store, David Al-
chutz, operator. Second floor:
Dental offices of Dr, Frederick R.
| (Continued on Pageé Seven)

WORKING TIME |
4

Delanog Anthracite Collieries Co.:
Park No, 1 (1st =hift) and Primrose
| stripping work tomorrow; 2d shift
| and Delano fdie,

*---—-i,

P & R. O. & L Co.: Alpska, Re-'

lianece, Locust Gap, Pobtts, Locust
Summit central hreaker (full break-
er, one shift), 8t. Nichelas central
breaker (ful] breaker, ome shift),
Maple Hill, Knickerbocker, Mahanoy
City and Newkirk work.
|  Mores-New Boston Breaker Corp.:
Morea and New Boston work,

Rosg Valley Coal Company: Pack-
er No. 5 works.

willlam Penn Colllery Co.: Wil-
lam Penn works.
f Locust Coal Co.; Sections 2 and 4
and Weston breaker work

Hammond Cpeal Co: Hammond
ang EKohinoor work,

Lehlgh Navigation Coal Co,; Tam-
aqua, Lansford, Coaldala pnd Nes-
quehoning work,

ture Store, Ben Frled, proprieter. |

First floor, the Erebs |

L 4]

the Fal:Lur:.-"
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PRACTICALLY LEVELLED BY BLAZE

(By JOSEPH H. DAVIS)

The most disastrous fire in the history of Mahanoy City laid waste, early
on the morning of Memorial Day, a large area in the community’s business dis-
trict, entailing a loss that has been variously estimated between one and two
million dollars. The section devastated in the holocaust extended along West
Center street, beginning at Locust street and continuing through to Linden
street. North and south, the fire raged from Railroad street to-Market street.

Today, the smouldering xuins, a grim reminder of the worst conflagration ever to occur in the
borough, was still being deluged with water by firemen. Thirty business buildings were either totally
destroyed, extensively damaged or seriously affected by smoke and water, as were four homes and
a row of garages extending along Railroad street from Locust street to below Linden street. Seven
business places were also affected by the fire to a lesser degree, the principal damage being occasion-
ed by smoke and water. Thirty-eight families, residing in apartments in the business area were made
homeless and twenty-one business firms were either wiped out or suffered almost complete loss, Four
others suffered heavy losses and eleven were affected to a lesser degree.

BUILDINGS DESTROYED

Totally destroyed were the buildings housing the fnlluwing*eﬂtahl.ish-
ments; Baron’s ladies wear store; Attorney Calvin J. Friedberg's of fices,

Anthony
store,

Krebs drug store, Consolidated Millinery store,

F. Adam’s insurance office, Souchak beauty shop, Fried furniture

Friedberg’s depart-

. ment store, L. A, Lutz Lumber Co., Guzinsky Factory Shoe Store, Alshutz

18 £y
Wear Shop, | ut

Wall Paper Slore, Dr.' F. K. Wagner's jdenial office,

Helen and

Connie Beauty Shop, Galant’s Economy Shop, Cherson’s Globe Store, Me-

Laren’s Auto Supply store, _
O'Brien property, Triangle Shoe Store, Rubens jewelry store,
Shop, William Fried, proprietor.
& ]

‘ Fire Apparatus l

Pumpers placed by the various
fire companies were In action atb
the following points during the
fire;

Humsane company, firsi attach-
ed 1 the hvdrant at Center and
Linden streels, moved to Locust
and Centre streets. Second truck
was placed at Main and Vine Sts,

Citizens pumper was at Locust
and Pine Sts,

Good-American pumper at Main
and Center Bts.; Auxiliary defense
pumping unit at Main and Mar-
ket Sts.

West End company pumper ab
Pine and Linden 8=, defense
auxiliary at Catawissa and Market
Sls.

Shenandoah, Polish - American
pumper, on creek between Linden
and Catawissa Bis.

Tamaqua, Citlzens, pumper ab
Main and Birch Sts.

Frackville, Altamont, at Pine
and A Sta.

Ashland company, at Main and
Maohanoy Sts.

Gordon  company pumper on
creek, Loecust and Linden,

Centralia eompany pumper, ab
Linden and Mahanoy Bearing
burned after- half-hour or 5o in
action. '

Gilberton, Continental pumper
at Catawissa and Pine Sis.

Shenandoah, Columbla and Park
Crest firemen were assigned to
patrol the fire area.

Charles Smith

Dies Yesterday

Charles Smith, of 214 East Rall-
road street,
Hospltal at Behuylkill Haven Yyes-
terday afternoon at 5:35 o'clock
after a long illness,

The departed was born In Russla
and came to this country Ity
vears ago and settled in Mahanoy
City where he spent the remainder

| of “his UWfe.

He was a miner by occupation
and formerly conducted & cafe For
many years he had lived retired.

Religiously he was a member of
Christ Lutheran Church.

His wife died nine yearf ago and
he iz survived by the [following
children, Mrs. Anthony Urban, of
Harrlson, N. J, Mrs, Paul 8inkus,
Mrs. -Ann Burke, Mahanoy Olty;
Charles, Hazleton; Mrs. Neal Btan-
ell, Shenandoah; John, Tamagua.
Purther surviving are a brother,
John, Tamaqua, twelve grandchll-
dren and three great grandchildren.
IiiTt:un funeral will be held Satur-
ay.

Scherer Funeral Bervice,

Mrs Bella Bretz, formerly of
town, but mnow of Philadelphia,
vislted with relatives the past sev-
eral days.

R. Guinan and Co. department store, the Peter
Siddell Dress

Extensively damaged were the Refowich building, in
which is located the office of dentist, Dr. John F. Eanagwh.
Tulin’s men's clothing store, -Galant’s Fur Shop, the Kapo
properties, in the western half of which is located t.hﬂ. for-
mer offices of Lt. Col, Peter J. Kapo, local X-ray specialiat.

Homes destroved beyond habitation were the apqrtmﬁnt
properties of Miss Ruth Snyder and Mrs. mit.hqny Wilshach,
the Kapo home, the residence of Mrs. Mary Kern, and the
apartments of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Karazusky,

Thirty-eight families who resided in apariments in 'tr.ha
area, who have been made homeless by the total destruction
of the buildings in which they resided, include those of Mr.
and Mrs. Peter Souchak, Mrs. Paul Georges, Ben Fried, Mrs.
CGieorge Hensyl, Mr. and Mrs. Harrizon James, Mrs, v}v_mn
Krebs, Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Adam, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Fried,
My, and Mrs, L. A. Lutz, Mr, and Mrs. T. B. Van Buren, Mr.
and Mrs., William Parfitt, Mrs. George Guzinsky, Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Golin, Jacob Fried, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Willidm Gab-
lin, Mr. and Mrs. A. Galant, Mrs, Irving Liner, Mr. and Mrs,
1. Oberson, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Edwards, Mrs. Leah Shan-
field, Mr. and Mrs, John MeCormick, Mr. and Mrs. Morris
Nitchun, Mr. and Mrs. George Smith, Mr. and Pk'[l's. Joseph
Karazusky, Miss Marge Flaherty, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dix-
on, Mrs, R. Guinan, the Kapo family, Mr. and Mrs. Ceylon
Richelderfer and family, Mrs, John Tulin, the Walter Black-
well family, Mr, and Mrs. Arthur Coombes, Mr, and Mrs.
Chas. Leisey, Mr. and Mrs. P, J. O’Brien, Mr. and Mrs. Philip
Rubens, Mr. and Mrs, William Fried, Miss Snyder and Mrs.

| Wilsbach, the Misses Mary and Florence Ford, Mrs. Mary

Kern,

PROPERTIES DAMAGED

Among the properties damaged by the fire were the
Kotis cafe, the A. & P. Supermarket, the J. V. O'Connor
property, the Gorman property, the Morris Burkett home,
the Lafayette Market, the Recklitis cafe, the Dunlap cigar-
store, the Joseph Cook barber shop, the Patrick (Silver)!
(’Brien dwelling and the City Cafe, Frank Chmielowski,
proprietor.

Business houses in the first block west of Main street

Aha at tha cﬂumy;auﬁercd considerable smoke damage, while smoke cracked

a window of the Miles and Timm store. At the Regal and
Blum store at the west end of the block, on the north side,
considerable smoke damage resulted as well as to the apart-
ments above occupied by James P. Noonan, superintendent
of the Mahanoy Township Public Schools, and Joseph Jan-
owitch. In the latter apartment embers ignited window drapes
through an open window. Fortunately it was discovered in
time which factor, together with the fact that the business
was of brick construction, prevented the spread of the fire
into the remainder of the block,

THE INJURED

A number of local and regional firemen were injured
during the fighting of the fire. Nine of the injuries were re-
ported as serious. A majority received the ministrations of
local physicians.

Dr. Mark Holland treated the follotwing eleven of the
injured firefighters. Those whom he treated included: Adam
Balkiewicz, Shenandoah, sprain of the left shoulder and back;
Earl Berger, of the local Washington Hook and Ladder Co.,
burns: Arthur Williams, Gilberton, burns of the hand; Joseph
Shukaitiz, loeal Merchant Marine presently home on furlough,
burns of the mouth and face and lacerations of the hand}

(Continued on page seven)




